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We went to Seetha Gundam on palanquins, four miles away from where we
anchored our boats, took our bath there and visited the place. Seethagundam is
just like a holy tank 30 feet square. Water is very pure and at the bottom
there is stone. There is a natural spring through which this tank is filled and
there is an outlet through which water from the tank flows out. Water
flowing out will be hot upto a distance of about 200 yards from the tank and
hence we cannot dip our hands and bear the heat for long. Water in the tank
will always be boiling hot with steam over it just like boiling water in a pot.
As a sacred duty people throw rice in the tank, but the rice coming down through
the drain after two or three days soaking in the water returns unboiled.
An Englishman Ellis wrote that an egg kept in this hot water was never boiled.
It appears that water here remains cool from Srirama Navami which
falls in April, till the beginning of the month Sravana. As soon as rains
start it becomes hot and during winter it becomes very hot. During the annual
festival season here there will be a big congregation and occasionally if any-
body slips and falls into the tank entire skin peels off and after four or
five days even the person's life itself becomes dangerous. One potful of water
taken from this tank mixed with two potfuls of cold water taken from Ganges
is good enough for my bath.
Four or five small tanks are there around this holy tank known as Rama-
gunda and Lakshmanagunda but the water in these tanks is cool and not hot
and the springs in these tanks do not overflow as in the Seethagunda. The
water from Seethagunda contains an invisible sweet smell. Though it is not so
very pleasant, it is bearable to drink. After drinking the water, there will
be a little sour taste in the mouth. After the bath in the water the smell is
perceptibly clings to the body and also while breathing till some time.
Vitriolic acid diluted in water tastes very sour. Assuming perhaps that
human beings would not visualise the tremendous creative genius of God even
after seeing the mighty rivers, gigantic mountains and many other splendours
in the creation, God Almighty, created such wonders as these hot springs with
some reasons attributed to them.
The story behind this Hot spring: After killing Ravana, Rama came
to the Hermitage of Mudgala to get atonement from the sin of killing
Ravana Brahma; in order to clear the doubts of the sages there, and her father
the king of Mithila, about her stay in Lanka, Sita invoked the devouring flames
from Pathala the subterranean world, and she entered the fire and came out
purified. In order to remove any hardships to the inhabitants due to the fire
water has been created there and hence it is said that water here will always
be hot.
As the Avataras o f Rama, Krishna and others are not false, and as there
is no doubt that they are incarnations of the supreme being, it is possible that
they might have created such strange things in order to manifest their glory to
msmlrind.